THE  CRIMEAN  WAR

European situation, would be able to dictate peace, and to
gain in Germany a place worthy of Prussia.1 France,
owing to her absorption in the Crimean conflict, was not
in a position seriously to threaten our western frontier.
Austria had her available forces stationed in East Ga-
licia, where they were losing more men through illness
than they would have done on the battlefield. They were
nailed fast there by the Russian army in Poland, on paper
at least 200,000 strong, whose march into the Crimea
would have decided the situation there had the disposi-
tions on the Austrian frontier allowed it to appear feas-
ible. There even were diplomatists at that time who
made the restoration of Poland under Austrian patronage
one of the items of their programme. Both those armies
stood fixed opposite to one another; and it lay in the
power of Prussia, by her assistance, to secure supremacy
to one of them.

The effect of an English blockade, which might have
affected our coasts, would not have been more dangerous
than those of the Danes, which we had several times un-
dergone, and which had no less effectually in former years
closed our ports; it would be counterbalanced by the es-
tablishment of Prussian and German independence of the
pressure and menace of a Franco-Austrian alliance and
overpowering of the intervening middle states. During the
Crimean war old King William of Wurtembcrg said to me
in confidential audience in the chimney corner at Stuttgart:
' We South German states cannot simultaneously risk the
enmity of Austria and France. We are too near to that
sallyport, Strasburg, and could undoubtedly be occupied

1 Compare Bismarck's remarks in his speech in the Reichstag of Febru-
ary 6, 1888. Political Speeches, xii. 45.9.
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